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Cambridge graduate, or could he really havebeen royalty? One thing’s for certain; he wasvery rich.
Perhaps one of the cheekiest personalisedregistrations on the road is that belonging toair stewardess Debbie Brook, who paid £5,200for the registration 36 C. The 26 year old saidof the plate, which was a celebration of hernatural size, “My friends think it’s just ascream, and said ‘It’s typical of you’. I’m a bitlike that anyway”. Although she didn’t have acar when she bought it, it was just so appro-priate she just had to have it.The DVLA’s Sale of Marks has, to date, madealmost £250 million for the Treasury, “to thebenefit of British taxpayers” (or so they say).Some 500,000 marks have been sold since1989, when the scheme started. Lucky for theGovernment that Britain is a nation of car en-thusiasts.

Motorists who are proud of their nationalitynow have the perfect way of demonstratingtheir allegiances, with personalised registra-tions. At a recent DVLA Classic Collectionauction in Cardiff, PLA 1D and C1 WYD wereavailable. And in past Scottish auctions D1RKS has made £2,500, NES1E £4,500, andK1 LTS a whopping £6,600. There are, in fact,more personalised registration numbers inScotland than anywhere else in Great Britainper head of population.Companies up and down the country are in-vesting in personalised registrations in orderto publicise their businesses. Aberdeen con-sultancy Oilfield Chemical Technology haveL1 OCT and L3 OCT on their vehicles. AndGreys (Essex) based breakdown recovery T &G Motors operating on the M25 have a 35-strong fleet of breakdown trucks. They havebecome a familiar sight with their purchase ofP2 TOW, P3 TOW and P4 TOW registrationnumbers.
A Welsh rugby fan recently paid a substan-tial £2,600 for 1 WRU at a Classic Collectionauction in Cardiff. But more impressive wasClive Smith, owner of the Pine Ridhe GolfClub in Camberley. Already the owner of  2TEE, 9 TEE, 17 TEE and 18 TEE, he paid£52,000 for the number plate 1 TEE. Soon he’llhave enough for a whole round!Some people are very proud of their name,which might explain why personalised regis-trations are so popular. In 1991, J1 MMY soldfor £35,000, whilst BAS 1L went for £42,650.Which shows that, to some people, their nameis almost priceless.Among the quirkiest registrations the DVLAhas sold are B1 MBO (£18,000), B10 PSY(£4,500), APH 1D (£1,600), BAD 1E(£12,000), BRA 1N (£16,000), CUT 1E(£3,200), E1 FEL and PAR 1S (£23,000), FRU1T (£12,000), FRY 1N (£4,600), F1 SHY(£14,500), GOT 1M (£2,200), G1 ANT(£15,000), K1 LTS (£6,600), ORR 1D

REGISTERING INTEREST
The Driver and Vehicle Licencing Agency(DVLA) is a government department basedin Swansea which holds auctions five or sixtimes a year to raise money for the Treasury.The Agency sells unusual and interesting pre-viously un-issued vehicle registration num-bers at various locations around the country.The sales are extremely lucrative for the ven-dor: the average lot price at the last sale was£3,600, and there were 799 lots sold over twodays; altogether returning in the region of£2,876,400. A year’s sales provides quite atidy sum, almost enough to cover the cost tothe country of John Prescott.On 3rd and 4th September I attended oneof these DVLA “Classic Collection” sales,as they’re termed, held by Manheim Auctionsat The Town Hall, Leeds. There was also asale on the 14th and 15th of October at TheAssembly Rooms, Bath.Typically the registrations on offer compriseone, two or three letters with a distinctivenumber. Most will be without year suffix orprefix letters. Classic Collection prices varywidely. Some numbers sell for as little as£1,000, others fetch staggering sums, thoughthe average sale price is between £3,000 and£4,000.

By far the best and certainly the most ex-citing and enjoyable way to bid at one of theseauctions is to attend a sale. The friendly at-mosphere is very exciting and often light-hearted. If you cannot make it to the sale youcan still make a bid, either by post in advanceof the sale or by telephone during the event.Whichever way you choose to bid, you mustfirst purchase a sale catalogue (£7) which willcontain a full list of numbers for that par-ticular auction.

PURCHASER HISTORY
In 1996, a businessman named NigelBowerbank kept his nerve when bidding anamazing £60,000 for the personalised regis-tration N1 GEL at a DVLA Classic Collec-tion auction. It was to take pride of place onhis Rolls Royce. Of course, Classic Collec-tion registrations are not usually this expen-sive. But they do give you the opportunity tobuy a frozen piece of motoring history andare, of course, unique.On 10th December 1993 a mystery buyerpaid a staggering £235,000 for the personal-ised registration K1 NGS. It took just twominutes for the record price to be reached,passing the previous record of £202,000 paidin 1989 for 1A, the reverse of the first plateever issued. Why K1NGS? Was the buyer a

call

Don’t forget!
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Your G.A.N.Dial-A-Fax hotline,bringing the latest salesinformation to yourimmediate attentionUpdated every week on TuesdaysSimply dial from your fax machine and press the‘Start’ or ‘Send/Receive’ button when instructed.Calls cost 60p per minute(Eurofax 24 hour live helpline — 0171 723 6767)
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